
Police response to dynamic incidents 
at 

Schools 
 

• My presentation will  focus on four categories: 

 

• Civil disturbances and riots 

• Suspicious packages and Bomb threats 

• Hostile or armed intruders – Active shooter 

• Terrorist related incidents 



Civil Disturbances and Riots 

• What triggers a disturbance? 

 

• Sporting events 

• Any incident that may be controversial 

• Unfavorable decision 

• Pre-planned assembly that escalates 



Civil disturbances and riots 

• Sometimes, early planning, precautions and 
actions may prevent a situation from escalating 

 

• Proper use and vetting of permit applications 

• Regulation of sound systems and certain conduct 

• Use of barricades and buffer zones 

• The presence of police or SRO at events 

• Training 



Police response 

• Will depend on : 

 

• Size of the crowd 

• Behavior of the crowd 

• Location of the crowd 

 

• It may be handled by patrol response or a small group of officers assigned 
to the event 

 

• May include: 

 

• Dispersal of crowds 

• Verbal Commands 







Suspicious Packages  
and 

 Bomb Threats 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.northwestern.edu/up/images/suspicious_checklist.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.northwestern.edu/up/crime/awareness/bomb-threats-suspicious-packages.html&usg=__C3TnYbFDZw6zdKMLuDD4HSPi4z4=&h=553&w=720&sz=113&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=U-3v_5AYh9Gq2M:&tbnh=108&tbnw=140&ei=r8sTUcvXKOPV0gH67oGwCw&prev=/search?q=written+bomb+threat&hl=en&safe=active&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCoQrQMwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ccnrceducation.pbworks.com/f/bomb-written.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ccnrceducation.pbworks.com/w/page/7190506/Workplace Violence and Bomb Threats&usg=__pwo3xXAZ1Q0suDszJDLTUZoEDyo=&h=220&w=300&sz=21&hl=en&start=34&zoom=1&tbnid=4jH9bDRUi4mhgM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=116&ei=HswTUZ_yIauF0QGjnIBI&prev=/search?q=written+bomb+threat&start=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEQQrQMwDTgU
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thegoodstuffguide.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/mirror-gaffiti-277x370.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thegoodstuffguide.com/mirror-gaffiti/&usg=__cGYyyYd5CyGRvr6SqRp68uPDUwI=&h=370&w=277&sz=25&hl=en&start=23&zoom=1&tbnid=0kWoobOR6lUiIM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=91&ei=ecwTUc77CsKA0AGqzYDAAQ&prev=/search?q=graffiti+on+bathroom+mirror&start=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CC4QrQMwAjgU


Bomb Threats and Suspicious Packages 

Bomb Threats 

• How is the threat received 
or perceived? 

• Mail 

• Phone 

• Graffiti 

• Internet  

• Social Media 

• Gather as much information 
as possible 

• Police responding will need 
information 

 

Suspicious Packages 

• Unattended Items 

• Suspicious Items 
– Wires 

– Fluids or oils 

– Powders 

– Unusual circumstances 



Bomb Threats and 
Suspicious Packages 

 

 

Incident may be reported 
to: 

 School Official 

Parent 

Student 

SRO 

 

Gather as much 
information as possible 

 

 



Bomb Threats and Suspicious Packages 

• Police response will come from the local police agency. 

• Police will work in conjunction with school officials. 

• Information available will determine the next course of 
action. 

• Regional assets such as the County Police 

    Hazardous Devices Unit may be called in. 

• General searches may be conducted. 

• K-9 sweep may be conducted. 

• More targeted searches may be conducted. 

• What if a suspicious package is found? 

 

 

 





Bomb Threats and Suspicious Packages 

• Evacuations 

• Decision to evacuate 

• Recommendations based on the situation 

• Secondary devices and sanitized areas 

 

• Predictability  may cause weakness in our 
plans 



Armed intruder – Active Shooter 

• What is the situation? 

 

• Is there an intruder- one or more? 

• Are there weapons involved? 

• What kind of weapons? Handguns Rifles 

• Is there active shooting? Explosions? 

• Location – Stationary – Moving 

• Barricaded – Hostages? 

 



Armed Intruder – Active Shooter  

• Police Response 

                               Single officer – SRO? 

                               Contact team concept 

                               Tactical Team – SWAT 

Entry 

 Forcible Entry 

 Knox box 

 Entry point is focal point 

 



Armed Intruder – Active Shooter 

• Situation is usually fluid 

• It not unusual for contact team or SWAT to 
move past victims and directly to the threat 



Terrorist Attack 

• Coordinated effort 

• Most likely involving more than one 
perpetrator or planner 

• Causes fear 

• They seek soft targets with a high success rate 

• Concern for copycat  attacks 

 

 



Terrorist Attacks 

• WE must learn to expect the unexpected 

• One size plan may not fit all 

• We cannot remain static in a dynamic world 

• Think of it as an Iceberg 



Conclusion 

• This has been a very brief overview 

• More information is available 

• Some of it may not be appropriate in this 
setting 

• Future training and discussions will be 
available with police and school officials 

 



Conclusion 

• Collaboration will be the key to the 
effectiveness of safety and security 

• Concern for the learning environment 

• Weave a new fabric of safety and security 

• Reduce our vulnerability 

 


